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COINS OF JAPAN. 

Messrs. J. II. Eckfeldt and W. E. Dubois, in 
a letter dated 5th Feb., 1859, and addressed to 
the Hon. J. 11. Snowdon, Director of the U. S. 
Mint, &c, have given an elaborate description 
of the coins of Japan, their contents, value, &c. 
At this moment, when public attention is much 
drawn to the subject of our intercourse with 
this unique nation, such a communication from 
official sources is timely and acceptable. They 
say: 

" The series of Japanese coin consists of 
three sizes of gold, two of silver, and three of 
an alloy of inferior metal. In their shape, com- 
position and relation to each other, they pre- 
sent some striking features, which set them 
apart from every other system of coinage in the 
world. 

"The principal gold coin, known as the cobang 
or cubank, is of an oval shape, about two and a 
half inches long, and half as wide. It is very 
thin, soft and easily bent, having no elasticity ; 
its appearance is that of fine gold, and its sur- 
face is marked by sundry ligures not well un- 
derstood as yet, although it is said that the 
flowery ornaments are ' the arms of the spiritual 
Emperor,' and that a certain central cypher is 
the special imprint of the ' Inspector-general of 
money.' The weight, two specimens agreeing, 
is 302 thousandths of an ounce, or nearly 174 
grains. Next is a gold piece of one-fourth that 
weight, and intended as a quarter of the pre- 
ceding, called the 'gold tteebti;' but its form is 
entirely different. It is four sided, rectangular, 
and very thick, three-fourths of an inch long, 
and half that in width. The smallest gold coin 
is the half itzebu, of proportional size. We 
have then the silver itzebu, and its quarter, of 
the same domino shape ; the larger piece weigh- 
ing 280 thousandths of an ounce, or 1344, grains. 
Passing to the third division, there is the ' hun- 
dred p'senny,' a casting of red brass, oval and 
thick, measuring two inches long, and a little 
more than half as wide, with a hole in the cen- 
tre. Finally, there are pieces of four, and one 
p'senny, circular, with holes in the centre, and 
scarcely to be distinguished from the well-known 
Chinese cash. 

"The composition of these coins, a subject 
falling within our particular province, has been 
to some extent examined. The cobang and 
itzebu, as was observed, have the appearance 
of tine gold, and, it is said, are regarded at home 
as being of high quality. But it is only neces- 
sary to scratch away the surface to discover 



that the Japanese understand the process of 
pickling, well known to workers in jewelry, 
whether in America or Asia, or even in the 
centre of Africa. Trusting to the somewhat 
permanent effects of 'hard biting,' they have 
not even added copper to mitigate the whiten- 
ing effect of silver alloy ; the mixture being 
gold and silver, and not far from equal propor- 
tions. The cobang, two pieces assayed, gave 
5074; and 5G8J thousandths fine; the itzebu 
resulted 500. These figures indicate a de- 
signed, though probably a secret, standard. The 
consequent intrinsic values are, according to 
our mint rates, and allowing for silver con- 
tained, J|4 44 for the cobang, and $1 11 (nearly) 
for the itzebu. 

"It is interesting to observe that, although 
so ignorant of the methods of other nations, 
Japan has imitated, and even exceeded them, 
in the process of deteriorating money. About the 
beginning of the last century the cobang — quite 
similar in shape and device to the present piece 
— weighed 272 grains, was 854 fine, and worth 
just ten dollars. A century later it had fallen 
to 190 grains, 007 fine, and worth (including 
silver) five dollars and seventy-eight cents. 

" The smallest gold coin has not been assayed ; 
it evidently contains but little gold, and has 
therefore a forced valuation. The transition to 
the next piece in order, the largest silver coin, 
affords a fresh surprise. It is found to be of* al- 
most absolute fineness — that is, 991 thousandths 
— and is worth 37 cents. While this proves 
that the Japanese possess the art of refining, it 
does not explain why they debase the gold, and 
refine the silver. The smallest silver piece is 
apparently not inferior in fineness. 

" The foregoing details will be interesting to 
the numismatist and metallurgist, but the fact 
which remains will excite a more popular atten- 
tion. It is in regard to the legal relation which 
these coins bear to each other. Insulated from 
the rest of mankind, the Japanese have propor- 
tioned gold to silver according to their own 
ideas of use and state of supply. The gold and 
silver itzebu are, as is stated, interchangeable ; 
that is, a piece which is worth in our eyes 111 
cents (and to a Japanese worth nearly as much 
as two of our gold dollars, because he supposes 
it to be much better gold than it is,) buys no 
more than a piece which, with us, would be 37 
cents. The Spanish or Mexican dollar they 
consider equal to three itzebus ; which is three- 
fourths of a cobang, or $3.33. The abundance 
of gold, or the scarcity of silver, which creates 
such a strange ratio, would no doubt be prompt- 
ly corrected by foreign traders for the sake of 
the enormous profit. But, unfortunately, there 
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is a stringent law against tlio exportation of 
coin, which makes it very difficult even to get 
a few pieces for assay. For our facilities in this 
respect we are indebted to the perseverance of 
a gentleman who is interested in the collection 
of rare coins, and to his correspondent abroad. 

" What relation the oval piece of brass, which 
passes for ' one hundred' bears to the itzebu, we 
are not informed. It weighs only about six times 
as much as the piece of one p'senny, and there- 
fore bears an arbitrary value; unless brass is 
there held to be vastly more valuable than an 
alloy of copper and lead, which appears to be 
the composition of the coin which stands at the 
bottom of the scale." 

ERRATA. 
In the 10th and 11th lines from the bottom 
of the 47th page of the last uumbcr of the 
Journal, in the column of figures under the 
head '' feet above tide," substitute 2,100 for 1,- 
100, and 1,970 for 2,970. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLICATIONS. 

BOOKS, MAPS AND CHARTS, ETC., 
Purchased or donated since last Re^wt. 

Acknowledgements of all donations to the 
Library will be made in the number of the Jour- 
nal, issued next after they have been received 
and entered. 

The friends of the Society, and all desirous 
of facilitating the study of Geography and Sta- 
tistics, are respectfully urged to send to the 
Library Rooms (Clinton Hall, Astor Place,) 
donations of books, atlases, maps and charts, 
whether ancient or modern, connected with 
these pursuits. 

It is also important that the Society should 
possess a com lcte collection of all existing text- 
books in Geography, and its cognate sciences ; 
and the publishers of such works are requested 
to send copies thereof, so as to create a depart- 
ment of the Library for the special use and 
reference of teachers and others interested in 
educational matters. 

South America — (Presented by Henry V. Poor, 

Esq.) 
— Valley of the Amazon and the Atlantic Slopes. 

By M. F. Maury, L.L.D. Washington, 1853. 

8vo., pp. 04. 



— Explanation of a project for navigating the 
the Magdalena River by steam. By John 
May. New York, 1855. 8vo. 

Baltimore — (Presented by Henry V. Poor, Esq.) 

— Baltimore as it is. By John C. Gobright, 
1857. 1 vol., 12 mo., pp. 185. 

Boston — (Presented by Henry V. Poor, Esq.) 

— Report of the Receipts and Expenditures of 
Boston 1850-7. 1 vol., pp. 294. 

Miscellaneous — (Preseittedby H. V. Poor, Esq.) 

— Railway and Commercial Information. By 
Samuel Salt. London, 1850. 1 vol., 12 mo. 
pp. 240. 

— Manufacture of Ice on a Commercial Scale, 
etc. New Haven, 1857. 8vo., pp. 24. 

— Rules and Regulations for Proceedings in 
Patent Office, Washington. 8vo., pp. 24. 

Atmospheric Movements — (Presented by the 
Author through the New York Stale Librarian.) 

— Essai sur les ouragans et les tempetes ; et 
prescriptions nautiques pour en soullrir le 
moins de dommages possible. Par M. Larti- 
gue. Paris, 1858. 8vo., pp. 136. 

— Exposition du Systeme des vents, on Traite 
du Movement de'l'air sur la surface du globe, 
Par M. Lartigue. Paris, 1858. 8vo., pp. 80. 

British Blue Books — (Presented by Henry V. 
Poor, Esq.) 

— Education. London, 1858. 4to., pp. 80. 

— Spiritual Instruction and Places of Worship. 
London, 1858. 4to., pp. 035. 

— Bank Acts. London, 1858. 4to., pp. 70. 

— Judicial Statistics, 1857. London, 1858. 
4to., pp. 140. 

— Miscellaneous Statistics. London, 1857. 4to. 

— Finance Accounts London, 1858. 4to. 

— Accidents on Railways. London, 1853, '54, 
'55, '50 and '57. 5 vols., 4to. 

— Kailroad Reports for 1851, '52, '53, '54, '55, 
'50 and '57. London. 7 vols., 4to. 

— Inland Revenue. London, 1858. 8vo., pp. 66. 

— Minutes of the Committee of Council on Edu- 
cation. (Financial Report.) London, 1858. 
8vo., pp. 852. 

— Reports of the Com. of Railways. London, 
1848, '49 and '50. London. 4 vols., 4to. 

— Poor-Law Commisssion : Report for 1857. 
London, 1858. 8vo., pp, 248. 

— Reports of the Officers of the Railway De- 
partment for 1 841, '42, '43, '44 and '45. Lon- 
don. 5 vols., 4to. 

Geokcia — (Presented by Got. Joseph E. Brotcv.) 

— Historical Collections of Georgia. By the 
Rev. Geo. White. 1 vol., 8vo., pp. 688. 

— Annual Report of the Comptroller. 8vo 

— Report ot the Lunatic Asylum, 1857-58. 

— Code of Laws for the government of Franklin 
College, (Univ. of Georgia) 1854. 8vo. 



